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A ray of hope
for St. Pete

Twenty-one young ladies were presented into society at the 10th biennial Essence of
Ebony Pearls Debutante Scholarship Cotillion last Saturday night. Pictured is Miss
Debutante 2019 Natalie Yvonne Fort and her handsome escort Emanuel Rouson.

2019 Essence of Ebony
Pearls Debutante Cotillion
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer
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Through disillusion
she dared
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79 and fabulous

ST. PETERSBURG – Sponsored by the Youth Development Foundation of Zeta
Upsilon Omega Chapter of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Inc., the 10th biennial Essence
of Ebony Pearls Debutante
Scholarship Cotillion got underway March 16 at the historic
Coliseum in downtown St. Petersburg.
Fill with family and friends,
the ballroom seemed to come to
a complete stop when the 21
beautiful young ladies gracefully
glided down the aisle dressed in
all-white and being escorted by
their loved ones.

Initially, debutantes were
young women of marrying age
being put on display for eligible
bachelors and their families to
view with marriage in mind.
Today’s debutantes aren’t looking
for a husband to secure their futures; no, these gorgeous pearls
will make names for themselves
in fields such as pediatric oncology, the world of high finance,
psychology and obstetrics.
The purpose of Saturday
night’s affair was to highlight
achievements, social grace and
provide scholarship opportunities to Pinellas County junior
and senior high school girls.
These young ladies were recognized for their academic performances, church, community

and civic involvements.
To prepare for the cotillion,
the young ladies participated in
various workshops such as
Health and Wellness, Building
Self-esteem, Career Development, How to Deliver a Powerful Elevator Speech, Social
Media: Keeping It Classy and
Dining Etiquette. The belles of
the ball also attended the Debutante Tea, celebrating the
Harlem Renaissance.
Some 575 people attended
the social event of the season emceed by Gwendolyn Fields and
Lawrence Hamilton, who presented his daughter at the 2011
cotillion. The night saw waltzing,
See COTILLION, page 6

Scruggs re-elected as NAACP president
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer
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ST. PETERSBURG – The
people have spoken. Maria L.
Scruggs has been re-elected
as president of the St. Petersburg Branch of the NAACP.
Despite dissatisfaction over
her leadership approach, interactions with the public and
elected officials, she garnered
enough votes to stay in office.
National and state officers
descended upon McCabe
United Methodist Church to
oversee the election process
last Thursday, March 14.
Scruggs, 61, staved off Rev. G.
Gregg Murray, senior pastor
of Mount Zion Primitive Baptist Church, who said he
watched how the St. Pete
branch has “been reduced to
nonsensical Facebook ramblings by its president.”
The national office canceled the Nov. election because of reported disputes
over Murray’s eligibility to run
for office and the election
process in general.
Murray, 59, who was nominated by Scruggs to chair the
religious affairs committee,
said she was “disrespectful

Lines ran outside of the sanctuary at
McCabe United Methodist Church last Thursday
to cast ballots in the NAACP election.
and couldn’t work with peo- president utilizes the organizaple.” Scruggs then accused tion as a pulpit to denigrate inhim of being in the pocket of dividuals who do not agree
Mayor Rick Kriseman, one of with her.”
the elected officials who has
After the results were talbeen on the receiving end of lied, Kevin Myles, NAACP
her ire.
Southeast Regional Director,
Thursday night, Scruggs had a few admonishments for
approached Pinellas County the small crowd that stuck
School Board Chairwoman around until after 10:30 p.m. to
Rene Flowers about her com- hear the results.
ments in the Tampa Bay
“We all supposedly want
Times, and Flowers re- the same things. If we can’t
sponded, “I meant every word move our ideas through a
of it.” Flowers told the Times group that we all participate in
that the NAACP “should not voluntarily that’s trying to do
be an organization where the
See NAACP, page 4

BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – Although
the forecast called for rain, not a
drop fell on the ninth annual James
Weldon Johnson Community Library Literacy Festival Saturday,
March 16.
The library grounds were
teeming with activity, complete
with African dancers, drum circles, face painting, moonwalks,
music, food galore, and of course,
free books for the children.
The event is put on each year
to promote literacy and to get children involved and exposed to the
library. It also strives to introduce
the neighborhood to the library
and its resources.
The history of the James Weldon Johnson Branch is typical of
the Jim Crow South. Industrialist
and business magnate Andrew
Carnegie spent the latter part of
his life dedicated to philanthropic
projects such as building community libraries. He intended for the
library he funded (Mirror Lake
Branch) to be racially integrated
when it opened in 1915, but the
city refused black residents access.
In 1944, the city began allowing
blacks into the basement of the
downtown library. A local pastor
and his wife formed an interracial
committee and lobbied the city for
funds to open a black library, and
in 1947 the James Weldon Johnson
Library opened in a leased space
on Third Avenue South. It stayed
there until 1979 when it was closed
because of the impending destruction of the Gas Plant neighborhood to make way for the dome
(Tropicana Field).
In 1981, the library was reopened in a space inside the
Enoch Davis Recreation Center.
The Friends of James Weldon
Johnson Library was formed in
1989 to prevent the closing of the
library due to cuts in city funds.
The group circulated a successful
petition to save the library and
marched on City Hall. The library
moved to its current location, 1035
Third Ave. S, in 2002.
Every year, Friends of James
Weldon Johnson Library Vice
President Kevin Johnson lines up
festivalgoers for the Walk for Reading march. Families could be seen
joined together marching down
18th Avenue South wearing bright
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www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com • 727-896-2922

See READ, page 9
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COMMUNITY NEWS
‘Our Kids Deserve the Best’
community forum this Saturday

Pinellas County Consolidated Plan
Citizen Participation Plan Proposed Revisions
Request for Public Comments

The current Citizen Participation Plan was adopted by the Board of County Commissioners (BCC) by Resolution 16-21 on March 15, 2016. The Plan is being
amended to reduce the required public notice period from 15 days to 14 days to align
with the time between BCC meetings and to update the list of cooperating cities.

ST. PETERSBURG -Students, their parents
and teachers are all invited to participate in a
free community conversation on education in
Pinellas County schools
on Saturday, March 23
from 10-2 p.m. at Bethel
Community
Baptist
Church, 2901 54th Ave. S.
Free breakfast and
childcare is provided by
Bay Area Dream Defenders, the organization cosponsoring the forum
with the Legal Defense
Fund and the NAACP’s
Clearwater/Upper Pinellas County chapter.
Quality and equitable
public education, for

A draft of the Citizen Participation Plan is available for viewing on the Pinellas
County website at www.pinellascounty.org/community and at the following locations
between March 22, 2019 and April 22, 2019.

Moving forward

March 22, 2019
Pinellas County is seeking public comments on proposed revisions to the County’s
Citizen Participation Plan, which sets forth the County’s policies and procedures for
citizen participation in developing the Assessment to Fair Housing, Consolidated
Plan, Annual Action Plan, including any amendments to these plans, and performance reports. The Consolidated Plan identifies housing and community development
needs, priorities, objectives and strategies. The Annual Action Plan is a summary of
the actions, activities, and resources used each year to address the priority needs
and objectives identified in the Consolidated Plan. The annual performance report
identifies the accomplishments and progress toward meeting the identified goals.

• Pinellas County Community Development Division, 440 Court Street, 2nd
Floor, Clearwater, FL 33756
• City of Largo Community Development Department, 201 Highland Avenue,
Largo, FL 33779
• High Point Branch YMCA, 5345 Laurel Pl, Clearwater, FL 33760
• Greater Ridgecrest Branch YMCA, 1801 119th St N, Largo, FL 33778
• Young Life Pinellas County Urban, 12601 130th Avenue, Largo FL 33774
• Citizens Alliance for Progress, 401 East MLK Jr. Drive, Tarpon Springs,
FL 34689
• Lealman and Asian Neighborhood Family Center, 4255 56th Ave N,
St. Petersburg, FL 33714
Public comments on the Plan are requested during this period and should be sent to
the Community Development Division at cdplanning@pinellascounty.org or mailed
to Pinellas County Community Development Division, 440 Court Street, 2nd Floor,
Clearwater, FL 33756.
Community development and housing programs are administered in a nondiscriminatory manner, consistent with equal employment opportunities, affirmative action,
and fair housing requirements. Questions, concerns, complaints or requests for information in alternative formats should be directed to Community Development
staff at 727-464-8210.

Dear Editor:
First and foremost, I
want to thank Almighty
God for all things. I was
able to reflect on my candidacy for the office of
president for the St. Petersburg branch of the
NAACP. We were able to
excite, galvanized and included a wide spectrum
of residents who are concerned about education,
elderly care, affordable
housing, entrepreneurial
opportunities, gentrification, fairness in the electoral process, systemic
racism, homophobia, fair
employment practices,
social justice and all sorts
of other community concerns and societal ills.
We put together a diverse coalition of multiplicity that crossed racial,
ethnic, cultural, gender,
and religious lines and
we formed a unified table
of brotherhood of stakeholders from various organizations, and elected
officials who genuinely
love our city, and that
could get the job done by
working together. True
progress can happen no
other way. There was an
excitable buzz around
what a community could
and should be.
Though I was not successful in my personal
bid to lead the local
NAACP chapter, it is undeniable that the city of
St. Petersburg is continuing to develop a unified
table of brotherhood to
confront, combat, and resolve issues that threaten
this city, this county, this
state, this nation, and this
world. It begins with
each of us being willing
to come together and
work together.
Isolation and the politics of dragging people
down will not produce

which parents and others
pay school taxes to get
for their children, is what
children and families deserve but yet are not getting,
according
to
taxpayers and public education supporters.

any serious nor long lasting results and successful
solutions.
Unfortunately, the local
chapter will continue on
this losing and downward path. But there are
emerging voices of solidified efforts of resolve
who plan to crash the
party of negativity and
the “do nothing mean
spirited” politics and
work together to get the
job done. Those who are
not waiting any longer.
This local chapter has
assured its continued demise towards irrelevancy
and powerlessness as an
agent of petty attacks. A
few very intelligent people advised me not to
align my leadership gifts
with an antiquated and
failed policy driven
NAACP.
I was advised that my
gifts could be utilized
elsewhere in meaningful
and evolved endeavors
and organizations, but I
thought the best of the
NAACP and those local
chapters, and I wanted to
be a part of its resurgence back towards renewed respectability and
restored relevancy. But
the organization appears
to be beyond that, and nationwide membership
continues to decline.
Most people are no
longer interested, especially our young people,
in failed and outdated tactics, policies, solutions
and procedures.
I plan to continue my
community leadership
with groups and other
community leaders that
are already on the scene
and are making positive
things happen for all people every day. Groups
and leaders such Ashley
Green and the Dream
Defenders, Nadine Smith
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and Equality Florida,
Gypsy Gallardo and ONE
Community,
Lucinda
Johnston and Chart 411,
Reading In The Wild Program, the Leadership
Conference on Civil and
Human Rights and the
National Fair Housing Alliance.
Also,
Color
of
Change, the nation’s
largest online civil rights
organization
building
grassroots
political
power for African Americans and working for social change for all people,
Race Forward, a public
policy institute advancing
racial justice through research, advocacy and
journalism, Rev. Watson
Haynes and the Urban
League, the Black Radical Congress and the A.
Philip Randolph Institute.
We cannot continue
to support failed and isolated leadership as the
world passes us by.
There is much work to
be done and networking,
collaboration and unity is
the only way to accomplish that work. Anything
less is failed business as
usual and the times are
too critical for that.
Rev. Dr. G. Gregg
Murray
Senior Pastor, Mt.
Zion Primitive Baptist
Churc

P.O. Box 35130, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
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believes that America can
best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.
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PINELLAS COUNTY CONSORTIUM AND URBAN COUNTY
2019-2020 ACTION PLAN
Community Development Block Grant, Emergency Solutions Grant, and
HOME Investment Partnerships Programs
The Pinellas County Consortium has in place a Five-Year (FY2015-FY2019) Consolidated Plan that identifies housing and community development needs, priorities, objectives, and strategies.
A one-year Action Plan (FY2019-2020) has been prepared to address needs identified in the Five-Year Plan. This notice provides a summary of proposed Action Plan projects and funding,
and gives locations for reviewing and providing comment on the Action Plan. The Action Plan is subject to final approval by the Pinellas County Board of County Commissioners and the
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).
The Pinellas County Consortium consists of the Urban County and the City of Largo, with Pinellas County serving as administrator of the HOME Investment Partnerships (HOME)
program. Currently the Urban County includes all of the unincorporated areas and nineteen cities cooperating in Pinellas County’s CDBG program. Funding sources of proposed projects
are the Pinellas County Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) programs, and the Consortium’s HOME program.
Funds expected to be available are as follows (City of Largo CDBG funding and proposed projects are advertised separately):
$ 2,431,096
$ 50,000
$ 1,349,340
$ 800,000
$ 224,144
$ 4,854,580

CDBG Entitlement
CDBG Program Income
HOME Entitlement
HOME Program Income
ESG Entitlement
Subtotal

Annual funding amounts identified above are estimated amounts based on current year funding levels and projected program income. At the time of this notice, HUD has not announced
Fiscal Year 2019 allocation amounts.
In addition, an estimated $250,000 in program income from Neighborhood Stabilization Programs, approximately $1,700,000 in allocation and program income from the State Housing
Initiatives Partnership (SHIP) Program and approximately $175,000 in program income from the Pinellas County Housing Trust Fund program are included below to indicate how housing
goals will be met.
2019-2020 funds are proposed to be allocated as follows:
Target Area, Public Facility and Public Infrastructure Improvement Programs
YMCA of the Suncoast - High Point Facility Rehabilitation ($33,440 CDBG)
Homeless Empowerment Program - Adult Emergency Shelter Rehabilitation ($79,774 CDBG)
YMCA of the Suncoast - Greater Ridgecrest Facility Rehabilitation ($373,407 CDBG)
Pinellas Ex-Offender Re-Entry Coalition - Facility Rehabilitation ($466,096 CDBG)
Sunrise Community - Facility Rehabilitation ($80,916 CDBG)
Directions for Living - Facility Rehabilitation ($104,204 CDBG)
PARC - Burkett Villa - Facility Rehabilitation ($66,000 CDBG)
PARC - Curry Villa - Facility Rehabilitation ($170,000 CDBG)
ALPHA House of Pinellas County - Facility Rehabilitation ($60,758 CDBG)
Code Enforcement ($40,000 CDBG)
The proposed projects and award amounts listed above are based on an estimated FY 19-20 CDBG allocation that is equal to the current FY 18-19 CDBG allocation. The proposed projects
are listed in priority order based on application review scores. Should the actual CDBG allocation decrease, funding will be provided to the projects in the above order, until funds are fully
allocated. The proposed Code Enforcement project funding will remain at the stated funding level regardless of final the CDBG allocation. Should the actual CDBG allocation amount
increase, alternate projects identified below may be funded.1
Public Services Program (capped at 15% of total allocation, per CDBG program regulations)
Pinellas Opportunity Council - Chore Services Operations ($30,000 CDBG)
YMCA of the Suncoast - Omni Center Operations ($200,000 CDBG)
CASA - Shelter Operations ($90,000 CDBG)
Religious Community Services - Grace House Operations ($35,282 CDBG)
The proposed Public Services Program projects represent the second year of funding of a two year funding award. Award amounts listed above are based on an estimated FY 19-20 CDBG
allocation that is equal or less than the current FY 18-19 CDBG allocation. The proposed projects are listed in priority order. Should the actual CDBG allocation decrease, funding will be
provided to the projects in the above order, until funds are fully allocated. Should the actual CDBG allocation amount increase, alternate projects identified below may be funded.1
Additionally, the following proposed projects will be funded and may also receive funds available from prior fiscal years:
Demolition and/or clearance of deteriorated structures/vacant developable land ($25,000 CDBG)
NRSA - Target Area Community Clean-ups ($15,000 CDBG)
NRSA - Target Area Land Acquisition/Site Development ($40,000 CDBG)
Public Facility and Public Infrastructure Activity Delivery ($60,000 CDBG)
Relocation assistance resulting from current or prior year funded activities ($15,000 CDBG)
Homeless and Homelessness Prevention Services Program
Homeless Empowerment Program - Adult Emergency Shelter Rehabilitation ($120,226 ESG)
Emergency Solutions Grant Program Components: Emergency Shelter; Homelessness Prevention; and
HMIS/Data Collection ($87,107 ESG)
The proposed Homeless Services projects and award amounts listed above are based on an estimated FY 19-20 ESG allocation that is equal to the current FY 18-19 ESG
allocation. Should the actual ESG allocation increase or decrease, the ESG Program Components project will increase or decrease proportionally or as required by program regulations.
Housing Preservation Program
Housing Preservation City of Largo ($131,379 HOME)
Housing Preservation ($536,514 HOME; $600,000 SHIP)
Housing Preservation Activity Delivery
Housing Production Program
Housing Production ($536,513 HOME, $225,250 NSP; $730,000 SHIP, $157,500 HTF)
Housing Production Activity Delivery
Homeownership Promotion Program
Housing Opportunities Largo Down Payment Assistance ($130,000 HOME)
Housing Opportunities (Ownership) ($600,000 HOME; $200,000 SHIP)
Housing Counseling and Self Sufficiency Services ($50,000 SHIP)
Homeownership Promotion Activity Delivery
Should the actual HOME allocation decrease, proposed HOME funding amounts will decrease proportionally, or as required by program regulations. Should the actual HOME allocation
increase, proposed HOME funding amounts will increase proportionally or as required by program regulations.
Administration
$752,714 Federal Grants
$120,000 State SHIP Fund
$ 17,500 Local Housing Trust Fund
1

Alternates: If additional funding becomes available, alternate projects are proposed based on the amount of additional funds received, application ranking score, and readiness of projects
to proceed: Public Facility Alternates: WestCare Gulfcoast Florida - Turning Point Facility Rehabilitation ($81,000); WestCare Gulfcoast Florida - Davis Bradley Facility Rehabilitation
($39,531); Friends of Ridgecrest Facility Rehabilitation ($113,060).
Approximately 98% of Pinellas County CDBG funds are allocated to activities which principally benefit low- and moderate-income households.
No displacement is anticipated at this time. However, the Residential Anti-displacement and Relocation Assistance Plan required under the CDBG program is available for viewing at the
Pinellas County Community Development Division at the address listed below.
Availability for Viewing
A draft of the Pinellas County Consortium 2019-2020 Action Plan is available for viewing on the Community Development website at www.pinellascounty.org/community and at the
following locations between March 22, 2019 to April 22, 2019.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pinellas County Community Development Division, 440 Court Street, 2nd Floor, Clearwater, FL 33756
City of Largo Community Development Department, 201 Highland Avenue, Largo, FL 33779
High Point Branch YMCA, 5345 Laurel Pl, Clearwater, FL 33760
Greater Ridgecrest Branch YMCA, 1801 119th St N, Largo, FL 33778
Young Life Pinellas County Urban, 12601 130th Avenue, Largo FL 33774
Citizens Alliance for Progress, 401 East MLK Jr. Drive, Tarpon Springs, FL 34689
Lealman and Asian Neighborhood Family Center, 4255 56th Ave N, St. Petersburg, FL 33714

Public comments on the Plan are requested during this period and should be sent to the Community Development Division at cdplanning@pinellascounty.org or mailed to Pinellas County
Community Development Division, 440 Court Street, 2nd Floor, Clearwater, FL 33756.
Community development and housing programs are administered in a nondiscriminatory manner, consistent with equal employment opportunities, affirmative action, and fair housing requirements. Questions, concerns, complaints or requests for information in alternative formats should be directed to Community Development Division staff at 727-464-8210.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
A ray of hope for St. Pete
Dear Editor:
Anyone may make a
request to any city agency
for public records. About
three weeks ago, I made
such a request, and the response I got back was
shocking! It would cost
$18,192 paid in advance for
the City of St. Pete to provide me with public
records showing the actual amount of money
Elder Jordan Sr., a noted
St. Pete pioneer, loaned
the city in 1929 to get out
of debt and when it was
paid back.
This figure is astronomical, and it seems unreasonable. If city officials
think it was unreasonable
for the St. Petersburg
Housing Authority to
charge a housing commissioner $900 for requested
public records, what
thoughts arise about this
charge?
It was stated that it
would take six months and
960 hours to look for these
documents. I wonder if
city
agencies
have
charged other residents
such amounts for public
records. Who decides the

costs and time estimated
to procure requested documents? Where does the
money go? What happens
if documents are found in
less time than the estimated? Are refunds given?
My grandfather loaned
the city money to help it
get out of debt. It would
seem that the city would
be happy to find out the
answers and lift up this
black man as an example
of love and concern for
racial equality. For a black
man to show such patriotism in 1929 during the
height of segregation and
racism in America and in
the city where he lived,
says more than words
could
ever
express.
African Americans could
not shop downtown, had
to drink out of separate
water fountains, attend
separate schools and
feared for their lives
in1929 St Pete.
However, at the same
time of the public records
request, my Sunshine City,
through the Public Arts
Committee, secured a
local artist to erect a
seven-foot bronze statue of

Elder Jordan, Sr. next to
the Manhattan Casino,
(formerly the Jordan
Dance Hall) which he and
his five sons built in 1925.
As I served on this
committee with blacks and
whites, an attitude of appreciation and honor for
me and my grandfather
glowed at each meeting.
One Caucasian committee
member handed each of
us a 126-page in-depth document he had done on
Elder Jordan dating back
to the United States Census of 1880.
It revealed information I had never seen
such as the name of the
first bus line for blacks
that went from St. Pete to
Tampa was named Royal
Express Bus Line, Inc.
(Document
#108342,
date filed 2/19/26)
and Jordan Beach, Inc.
(Document
#117866,
8/3/28) in south St. Pete
both owned and operated
by Jordan.
I knew my grandfather was born into slavery
in 1848 but had no knowledge of his three sisters
Laura,
Georgia
and

Belle of the Ball to give free
prom dresses March 23

TO THE

Dr. Basha Jordan, Jr.
Grandson of Elder Jordan, Sr.
I have faith to believe
that
change
comes
through addressing the
tough issues openly with
genuine concern for my
fellow persons, with the
help of God, through Jesus
Christ, rather than talking
about issues and people
behind their backs.
I’ve learned during 41
years of pastoring that
only people who love me
will tell me the truth about
me, in private. This is the
way I live, and we build

community and trust this
way. It may hurt my feelings, but I have more respect for them than
hearing about myself
some other way.
And remember, no
matter what’s going on
with you today, there
is “Hope 4 U.”
Dr. Basha P. Jordan, Jr.
The Hope Dr.
Info@HopeAliveoutreach.org
w w w. H o p e A l i v e Outreach.org

Scruggs re-elected as NAACP president
NAACP, from front page

CLEARWATER – The
Belle of the Ball Project
will provide free prom
dresses and accessories
to in-need high school
girls Saturday, March 23
from 10-2 p.m. It will repeat the giveaway April 6
and 13.
Located at 1210 Holt
Ave., Clearwater, Saturday is the first shopping
date of the prom season!
The 5,000 square foot permanent Belle of the Ball Some of the more than 3,000 dresses at the Belle
boutique is a beautiful of the Ball boutique, 1210 Holt Ave. Clearwater.
store-like setting with
more than 3,000 dresses ter is necessary, and no tions, and more informain inventory.
appointments are needed. tion about the Belle of the
The charity, now in its A $1 to $5 donation is re- Ball Project, please call 1second decade of serving quested but not required. 877-772-3553 or log on to
girls, welcomes all finan- Dresses are for high belleoftheballproject.com
cially needy girls to get a school dances only! DonaBelle of the Ball`s misdress regardless of where tions of dresses and ac- sion statement is “No girl
they live. Dresses are cessories can also be should be denied the opavailable to all in-need, made at the site. Large portunity to attend her
high school girls for any sized dresses are in high school dance behigh school dance such as biggest need (size 18-26). cause of financial diffiprom, homecoming and
For 39 other conven- culty.” The School Board
military balls.
ient year-round donation of Pinellas County is neiThe honor system is sites, including all Sun ther sponsoring nor affilirespected. No referral let- Country Cleaners loca- ated with this event.

W E E NCOURAGE L ETTERS

Martha. The document
also revealed the name of
my grandfather’s stepfather Rosko Carter. It’s
amazing how God can use
people we don’t even know
to be a blessing to us if we
allow ourselves to open up
to each other for a common good.
I thank God for those
in St. Pete who exude love
for my family and give
hope to one another no
matter what race, gender
or sexual preference. My
prayers go out to those
among us who, because of
the lack of experiencing
compassionate, one on
one, “cross racial and
inner racial brother/sisterhood,” still harbor superiority
or
inferiority
complexes that keep us divided.
It’s time that our city
take a critical look at how
the sun shines on some,
yet its radiance is blocked
from shining on others because of economic, educational, residential, political,
sexual and self-centered
clouds that keep many of
God’s people from receiving an overdue harvest.

the same things, you will
always get eaten up when
you go outside,” said
Myles. “You will always
get eaten up because
your divisions are too far
or too great…”
Rev. Basha Jordan, Jr.
asked for some solutions
on how to mend the riffs
and come together as an
organization that
“You guys are people
who fight as a hobby,”
said Myles. “You don’t
get paid for this. You
spend your own money
to do it. You fight for people who you don’t know.
You fight for people who
are not always grateful
for the fact that you are
fighting. If you are not focused on the fight on the
outside, a room full of
people who fight as a
hobby, you’re going to
fight on the inside.
Whenever I see infighting like this, it is indicative of the fact that the
work on the outside is
not getting done.”
Myles said in every
community he’s gone to,
there has been a suspen-

sion and expulsion crisis,
black communities with
torn up streets, problems
with minority contracting, inadequate summer
jobs for youth and the
black community receiving around one percent
of the city, county and
school board budgets.
“If you are not fighting those things, a room
full of fighters will turn
on each other.”
Don Brown, first vice
president of the Florida
State Conference of the
NAACP, gave a stern
warning to the St. Petersburg branch.
“I’ve been here before, and I’m back again,
but come back again is
going to be a reorganization. I want you to understand what that means.
When you reorg that
means no one who’s currently holding a position
will be able to run for a
position.”
Scruggs said the
branch is not in turmoil
and “we work as a team.”
“What we don’t control is the people that

aren’t even on a team
that show up and disrupt,” she said, adding
that they are in compliance with national and
state.
When she asked for
advice on dealing with
disruption from the “outside,” Myles told her she
has “to be very clear on
exactly what you’re
doing and why” and that
it’s time to mend fences.
“The folks who are arguing with are the same
folks you got to win back
over, and you got to have
them at the table, he
said. “And that is the
measurement, that is the
determination as to when
you guys are pulling it together…”
More results from
the March 14 election included Nick Wright, first
vice president; Deborah
Figgs-Sanders, second
vice president; Harry
Harvey, third vice president; Lydia Brown, secretary
and
Kent
Channer, treasurer.

E DITOR

Eta Rho Chapter celebrates
memorial services
BY TOM PACKER
Contributor

ST, PETERSBURG –
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,
Eta Rho Chapter held its
annual Memorial Service
March 13 to honor brothers that died during the
past 12-month period. The
men of Omega hold this
service in the highest es-

teem as they recognize
lives well lived.
Brothers are accorded
the respect of having their
accomplishments
presented before the chapter
one last time. Each March
the men of Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity lift the names
of fallen brothers. May
they be honored in death
as in life.

From March 2018 to
March 2019, two brothers
entered the final “Omega”
chapter of their lives.
Brother LeRoy Anthony
Howard (Oct. 8, 2018) and
Brother Thomas Cody
Riggins (March 14, 2019).
The men of Omega will
forever remember these
noble brothers.

The Brothers of Eta Rho Chapter

L-R, Kevin Myles, NAACP Southeast Regional Director and Don Brown,
first vice president of the Florida State Conference of the NAACP
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The National Days of Kindness are a great time to ‘spring’ together
TAMPA – Being kind is
its own reward, but For The
Family is going a big step
further during the National
Days of Kindness (NDK)
that began March 17. You
and your friends are invited
to do a random act of kindness and describe it in a
smartphone “selfie” video
that’s emailed to ForTheFamilyTampa@gmail.com
by March 30.
It can be as simple as
making people happy at a
senior center, school or hospital. If you want to be creatively kind, so much the
better. You can even record
your kind action as it happens. Everyone knows that
the reward for brightening

someone’s day is larger
than the effort it takes.
However, For The Family will make it even more
worth your while by presenting a $25 Publix gift
card for the winning video.
Every NDK video is also eligible to win a Family Flame
Award and a $100 gift card
in the Random Act of Kindness category at the fourth
annual National FAM
Awards in November.
This is the Academy
Awards of Kindness where
the best videos are honored
just like films receive Oscars. It’s the culmination of
Kindness of the Heart activities that take place from
coast-to-coast in the U.S.

and Canada.
Meanwhile, the Family
Flame Awards and $100 gift
cards will also be presented
for smartphone “selfie”
videos that nominate deserving parents, sisters,
brothers, sons, daughters,
volunteers and first responders. Praise & Gratitude
and Kindness to & from Animals are other award categories.
For The Family is already accepting video
nominations at ForTheFamilyTampa@gmail.com
There’s no easier way to
let kindness shine. Thanks
for helping to prove how
powerful it can be.

Mental health ‘Lunch & Learn’
ST. PETERSBURG –
A Tampa Bay area nonprofit wants to take the
stigma out of seeking behavioral health services
such as therapy. Through
a series of “Lunch &
learn” sessions, Pinellas
County Urban League
Young
Professionals
(PCULYP) are exploring
the reasons why many
don’t get the help they
need.
According to the National Alliance of Mental
Illness, mental health issues go untreated more
often in communities of
color due to lack of access, insurance coverage,
bias and other factors.
This first event will
focus on knowing when
and how to seek help for
yourself or a loved one.
With the advice of licensed mental health
counselor Zaneta Ellison
of New Vision Behavioral
Health, Inc., those that at-

tend can expect to get a
healthy helping of ways
to recognize, consult a
professional and how to
choose the right course
of treatment.
“Unfortunately, there
is still a stigma associated with seeking help
from mental health professionals, especially in
the
African-American
community,” said PCULYP Health and Wellness
Chair Dr. Brittany Peters.
“We will bring awareness
and hopefully provide solutions as we initiate dialogue with a licensed
mental health counselor
regarding how to recognize we need help and
how to ask for help.”
“Mental
Health
Lunch & Learn: Asking
for Help,” will happen
Saturday, March 30 at
Rush Hour Chicken &
Waffles from 1-4 p.m.
The event is open to the
public, but seating is lim-

ited, and RSVP is required by Wednesday,
March 27.
More information is
available
at
www.pculyp.org. Hashtags: #YPFit #PCULYP
#curestigma
Pinellas
County
Urban League Young
Professionals
PCULYP is an auxiliary organization of the
Pinellas County Urban
League, which engages
young professionals ages
21-45 in the movement of
achieving social and economic equality for all.
PCULYP supports the
goals and mission of the
Pinellas County Urban
League by serving local
communities and developing members through
personal and professional development programming, networking
opportunities, political
engagement, and community service.

APPLY NOW

TO COMPLETE YOUR DEGREE!

usfsp.edu/transfer

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS Deannie K’s Beauty Salon B. Brinson Insurance Agency
INSURANCE
Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

CREAL FUNERAL
HOME AND
CREMATIONS, INC
$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623

1940 7th AVENUE SOUTH
ST PETERSBURG, FL 33712

727-896-2602
“STILL SERVING WITH DIGNITY AND
COMPASSION 60 YEARS LATER”

CREALFHANDCREMATIONS@GMAIL.COM
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Introducing 21 young ladies into society
COTILLION, from front page

a father-daughter dance and
the presentation of scholarships. Six of the 21 participants received more than
$15,000 in scholarship
awards.
President of Zeta Upsilon Omega Chapter of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority
Lisa Brody ended the
evening by thanking the
sponsors, sorors and the
parents of the debutantes
for making the evening a
success.
“We thank you for sharing your daughters with us
for the past six months. Although many times interesting, it has never been
boring, and we have thoroughly enjoyed working
with you, and we thank you
for helping us to make this
happen,” Brody said.
She also thanked the
brothers of the Theta Eta
Lambda Chapter of Alpha
Phi Alpha Fraternity for
their assistance in planning
the event, as wells as their
assistance with the escorts
in their etiquette workshop.
Nyah Sherell Acoff
Presented by her parents, Jarrod Acoff and
Marcina Dowell-Williams,
Nyah Sherell Acoff is a senior at Northeast High
School and is a member of
the Culinary Arts Program.
She is the team captain of
the basketball cheerleaders,
a member of YGG Crew, a
member of the Girlfriends of
Pinellas County program
and a member of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated Exquisite Gems.
After graduation, Nyah
plans to attend Tallahassee
Community College then on
to Florida A&M University.
Presently she is debating on
a major and a career goal.
Her hobbies and interests
include shopping, spending
time with family and friends
and watching television.

Nyah Acoff
Her handsome escort
for the evening was Jalen
White, a senior at Lakewood
High School.
Akilah Aquil
Presented by her parents, Iman Askia Muhammad Aquil and Nicky
Owens, Akilah Aquil is a
senior at St. Petersburg
High School where she is a
member of the National
Honor Society, Art Honor
Society and the English
Honor Society. She is also a
member of the International
Baccalaureate Program,
Rho Kappa, Rojan of Interact
Service Club, the varsity
track and field team and is
president of the Multicultural Club.

Akilah Aquil
After graduation, Akilah
plans to attend Florida State
or Howard University and
major in pre-law. Her career
goal is to become a civil attorney. Her hobbies and activities include participating
in track and field, spending
special time with her sisters,
family and friends.
Her handsome escort
for the evening was James
Abaka, a senior at Lakewood High School Center
for Advanced Technolo-

gies Program.
Giovanna
Sanaa
Capehart
Presented by her parents, Esper T. Capehart and
Nikki Gaskin-Capehart, Giovanna Sanaa Capehart is a
senior at St. Petersburg Collegiate High School where
she is a student ambassador,
senior class president after
serving as the junior class
president, a member of the
National Honor Society, Phi
Theta Kappa, the Multicultural Club and the National
Achievers Society.

complete medical school
and become an obstetrician/gynecologist. Her hobbies include cooking,
babysitting, cheerleading,
working as a football trainer
and spending time with family and friends.

Charnecia Cummings

Giovana Capehart
Giovanna is also a member of Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Incorporated, Delta
Gems program, a member
of Mt. Calvary Missionary
Baptist Church Usher
Board and the Pinellas
County School Board College Prep Program.
After graduation, she
plans to attend the University of North Florida and
major in accounting and international business. Her career goal is to become a
chief financial officer for a
major corporation. Her hobbies and favorite activities include photography, interior
design and being a natural
hair enthusiast.
Her handsome escort
for the evening was Isaiah
Samuel Millstein, a senior at
Northeast High School.
Taylor
Nichole
Cooper
Presented by her parents, Aaron and Marquese
Cooper, Nichole Cooper is a
senior at The Boca Ciega
High School, where she is
active in the Student Government Association, a
member of the Multicultural
Club and is an AP Capstone
Scholar. She is also an active
member of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Incorporated
Exquisite Gems.

Taylor Nichole Cooper
After graduation, Nichole plans to attend Hampton University to pursue a
degree in psychology. Her
career goal is to become a
school psychologist for children living on military bases
overseas, and her hobbies
and favorite activities include shopping, watching
Netflix and spending time
with family and friends.
Her handsome escort
for the evening was Jermaine Phillips, a senior at
Lakewood High School.
Charnecia Cummings
Presented by her parents, Kelsey and Jere Deshazior,
Charnecia
Cummings is a senior at St.
Petersburg High School,
where she is a member of
the National Honor Society, Students Working
Against Tobacco Club,
AVID, the Girlfriends Club
and the African American
Achievers Organization.
She is also an active member of the basketball cheerleading team and football
training program.
After
graduation,
Charnecia plans to attend
Santa Fe Community College for two years then
transfer to a four-year university. Her career goal is to

Her handsome escort
for the evening was Jordon
Bolds, a senior at Northside
Christian High School.
Leah Dudley
Presented by her parents, Earl Dudley and
Tamara Felton-Howard,
Leah Dudley is a senior at
The Boca Ciega High
School and has been an
honor roll student throughout her whole educational
career. Additional honors
and activities include being
on the Dean’s List, working
as a 2018 page for the
Florida Senate, receiving
the Senior Salute to Academic Excellence Award
and membership in the
Medical Magnet Program.

Leah Dudley
She was a member of
Westlake Fashion Club, received the Dr. Mac J.
Williams Award, received
the Senior Salute to Academic Excellence Award
and is an active member of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Incorporated
Exquisite
Gems.
After graduation, Leah
plans to attend Florida A&M
University to major in public
relations. Her career goal is
to become a public relations
specialist, model and designer. Her hobbies and activities include modeling,
designing, traveling and
spending time with friends
and family.
Her handsome escort
for the evening was Jared
Alexander Rouson, a junior
at Lakewood High School.
JaNabre Alexandra
Flowers
Presented by her parents, Major and Denese
Flowers, JaNabre Alexandra
Flowers is a senior at Gibbs
High School, and her activities and honors include the
Pinellas County Center for
the Arts Vocal Program,
captain of the Gibbs High
School Step Team and a
member of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Incorporated
Exquisite Gems.

JaNabe Flowers
After
graduation,
JaNabre plans to attend
Pinellas Technical College
to pursue a career in cosmetology. Her career goal is to
obtain a business management degree and own her
own hair salon. Her hobbies
and favorite activities include dancing, singing, acting, participating in arts and

crafts and enjoying church
activities.
Her handsome escort
for the evening was Daniel
Edward Sanders, a senior at
Gibbs High School.
Natalie Yvonne Fort
Presented by her parents, Dr. Kenyon Fort and
Dr. Nathalia Jeffrey-Fort,
Natalie Yvonne Fort is a senior at Shorecrest Preparatory High School, where
she is a member of the National Honor Society, Spanish Honor Society and the
International Thespian Society. She is an executive
board member of the PreMed Club, president of
Black Student Union and
member of Guardian Ad
Litem Club.

Natalie Fort
After graduation, Natalie
plans to attend Howard University to major in biology.
Her career goal is to become a pediatric orthopedic
surgeon. Her favorite activities include dancing, watching Netflix, reading and
spending time with friends
and family.
Her handsome escort
was Emanuel Rouson, a senior at Lakewood High
School.
Mikaylal Fudge
Presented by her parents, Destry Fudge Sr. and
Dr. Marilyn Fudge, Mikaylal
Fudge is a junior at Admiral
Farragut Academy, and her
activities and honors include
the National Honor Society,
the Spanish Honor Society
and the Headmaster’s List
and honor roll. Her Ribbons
awarded include community service, academics, exemplary
personal
appearance, exemplary conduct, participation and distinguished unit, Junior State
of America, Community
Service Club, varsity volleyball and softball.

wood High School. Her
honors, program and activities include the National
Honor Society, Spanish
Honor Society, Key Club,
Girlfriends Program of
Pinellas, vice president of
Take Stock in Children and
a member of the Health
Squad.

Karin McMillion

Lauryn Latimer
Lauryn is also an athletic
trainer, vice president of
competitions for the Future
Business Leaders of America, senior class president,
captain of the cheerleader
team and a member of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority
Incorporated
Exquisite
Gems.
After graduation, she
plans to attend the University of South Florida or
Florida State University to
obtain a degree in communication sciences and disorders. Her career goal is to
become a speech-language
pathologist and work with
children in a hospital setting.
Her hobbies and favorite activities include praise dancing, singing, cheerleading
and spending time with family and friends.
Her handsome escort
for the evening was JamesDavid Merck, a senior at
Lakewood High School.
Janay McClendon
Presented by her parents, JC and Stephanie McClendon, Janay McClendon
is a senior at Northside
Christian High School, and
her honors and activities include the National Honor
Society, the track and field
team, varsity cheerleading
team and the Pep Club. She
is also a member of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated Exquisite Gems.
After graduation, Janay
plans to attend college and
aim for a doctorate in psychology. Her career goal is
to become a child psychologist and one day manage
her own counseling practice. Her hobbies and activities
include
dancing,
singing, spending time with
family and friends and just
enjoying life.

Mikayla Fudge

Mikaylal’s honors continue through her involvement in the Pinellas Heat
Volleyball Club, Bethel
Community Baptist Church
Youth Usher Ministry and
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Incorporated
Exquisite
Gems program.
After graduation, she
plans to study psychology or
computer science at a Historically Black College and
University. Her career goal
is to become a forensic or
cyber-psychologist.
Her
hobbies and activities include playing volleyball,
cooking, reading and spending time with her siblings
and family. She is excited to
travel to Spain this summer
and participate in a Spanish
immersion program.
Her handsome escort
for the evening was Clayton
Brody, a senior at Admiral
Farragut Academy.
Laur yn Janae Latimer
Presented by her parents, Craig Latimer and
Laquinda Cubby-Latimer,
Lauryn Janae Latimer is a
senior at the Center for Advanced Technologies and
Athletic Lifestyle Management Academy at Lake-

Her hobbies include going
to the beach, playing soccer,
enjoying life by spending
time with family and friends
and watching Netflix.

Her handsome escort
for the evening was Miles
Jared Richardson, a senior
at The Boca Ciego High
School.
Chase Ayanna Drew
Moore
Presented by her parents, Vincent and the Honorable Judge Patrice Moore,
Chase Ayanna Drew Moore
is a senior at The Boca
Ciega High School and is a
member of the National
Honor Society, Spanish
Honor Society, Rho Kappa
Social Studies Honor Society and the Multicultural
Club.

Chase Moore
Chase is also a member
of the school’s softball team
and is a member of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated Exquisite Gems.
After graduation, she plans
to major in pre-law at Florida
A&M
University
or
Bethune Cookman University. Her career goal is to become a defense attorney.
Her hobbies and activities include dancing, playing
softball and spending time
with family and friends.
Her handsome escort
for the evening was Trevion
Howard, a junior at The
Boca Ciega Center for Wellness High School.
Kaila Priester
Presented by Larry
Nero Priester and Kathryn
Reed, Kaila Priester is a senior at Northeast High
School, where she is a member of the Girlfriends Program of Pinellas, Future
Business Leaders of America and a member of the
cheerleading team.
Additional honors and
activities include her membership in Jack and Jill of
America and the Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated GEMS program.

Janay McClendon
Her handsome escort
for the evening was La’Bron
Burgess, a junior at Gibbs
High School.
Karin Alexa McMillon
Presented by her parents Grant and Kimberly
McMillon, Karin Alexa
McMillon is a junior at St.
Petersburg Collegiate High
School, where she is a member of the National Honor
Society, Mu Alpha Theta
Honor Society, the Interact
Club and the Health and
Wellness Club.
Her honors include vice
president of the Suncoast
Chapter of Jack and Jill of
America, Osceola Fundamental Academic Achievement for two years and is a
member of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Incorporated
Exquisite Gems.
After graduation, Karin
plans to major in pharmacy
at Florida A&M University.
Her career goal is to practice
hospital pharmacy specializing in oncology pharmacy.

Kaila Priester
After graduation, Kaila
plans to attend Florida A&M
University to pursue a degree in journalism. Her career goal is to become a
broadcast journalist. Her favorite hobbies and activities
include cooking, spending
time with family and friends
and Christian dancing for
her church.
Her handsome escort
for the evening was
KeyShawn Devon Allen, a
senior at Northeast High
School.
Shenyah Aaliyah Ruth
Presented by her parents, John and Stephanie
See COTILLION, page 7
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Visionary
Brief

Through disillusion
she dared

by Keisha Bell, Esq.
So, what do you want to
be when you grow up?
This is a well-intentioned question, one that is
commonly asked to children. It is a question which
changes to, “What do you
want to do,” when tossed in
the minds of dreamers and
goal-chasers. Over the
years, it is a question that
grows silent to many but
not to all.
Meet Ava Marie DuVernay, an award-winning
film director, screenwriter,
producer, film marketer,
and film distributor. At the
2012 Sundance Film Festival, DuVernay became the
first black woman to win
the directing award in the

U.S. dramatic competition.
In 2014, she became the
first black female director
to be both nominated for a
Golden Globe Award and
to have her film nominated
for the Academy Award for
Best Picture.
In 2017, DuVernay became the first black woman
to be nominated as a director by the Academy in a
feature category for the
film “13th”. That same
year, “13th” won a Peabody
Award. In 2018, it also won
a Columbia Journalism
School duPont Award.
In 2018, DuVernay became the first black woman
to direct a live-action film
with a production and mar-

keting budget between
$150 million and $250 million. DuVernay was born
on August 24, 1972, in
Long Beach, Calif. She is a
graduate of UCLA.
Initially, DuVernay’s
goal was to do traditional
journalism. She had obtained an internship with
CBS News and was assigned to help cover a highprofile murder trial. It was
then that she became disillusioned and dared to try
something different.
Answering the question of “what do you want
to do,” DuVernay decided
to utilize her talents in the
public relations field. She
began working as a junior

AFRICAN
AMERICAN
HISTORY

FRONT AND CENTER
Dr. Charles Drew was
an African-American surgeon, well-known educator
and medical genius. Born
June 3, 1904, in Washington,
D.C, he received his undergraduate degree from
Amherst College in Massachusetts in 1926. After securing enough money and
scholarships, he entered
McGill University Medical
School in Canada.
Dr. Drew received his
medical degree in 1933,
graduating second in his
class. He earned both his
Doctor of Medicine degree
and his Master’s Degree in
Surgery at the same time.
He later studied at the Montreal General Hospital and
the Royal Victoria Hospital
in Canada. His research
centered on the difficulties
of successful blood transfusions.
Dr. Drew was born into
a middle-class family in
Washington, D.C., and grew
up in the Foggy Bottom
neighborhood. He was

known as an outstanding
athlete at Amherst College,
where he also joined the
Omega Psi Phi fraternity.
He returned to Washington,
D.C., and began teaching at
Howard University’s Medical School in 1935.
He continued his research at Howard after leaving Canada; however, in
1938, Dr. Drew received a
fellowship to earn a doctorate in medicine at Columbia
University in New York,
where he completed additional graduate work and
earned this degree. Dr.
Drew became the first
African American to earn a
doctorate in Medical Science.
At the age of 38, Dr.
Drew discovered the
method by which blood
could be reduced to a
plasma, stored and reused.
He was issued a patent for
Preserving Blood by the
United States Patent and
Trademark Office on November 10, 1942, in the

midst of World War II. According to the Ferris University’s website:
“During World War II,
Drew was appointed Supervisor of the Blood Transfusion Association for New
York City and oversaw the
‘Blood for Britain’ program,
which saved the lives of
many wounded soldiers.
This success led to his appointment as Director of the
Red Cross Blood Bank and
Assistant Director of the National Research Council, responsible
for
blood
collection for the United
States Navy and Army. He
resigned in protest of the
United States War Department’s policy that African
American blood should be
separated from the blood of
White Americans.”
Dr. Drew knew this was
racist, senseless, and
counter to the medical science of blood transfusions.
He will live on because his
invention made blood banks
possible and saved numer-

publicist at 20th Century
Fox, Savory Pictures, as
well as, a few other PR
agencies. Then, in 1999
DuVernay opened her own
public relations firm which
she named The DuVernay
Agency.
Owning her own PR
firm would not have been
the answer DuVernay
would have given as a child
to the age-old question designed to dare her to set
goals and dream. Life experience gave her exposure.
Self-awareness informed
her that traditional professional categories were stifling her creative potential.
Courage dared her take a
chance on herself.

is bumpy. DuVernay has a
lengthy list of accomplishments as she proactively
works to open doors for
others to enter. Through
disillusion, she continues
to create her answer the
age-old question. She
dares and she does.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and public
servant.
www.emergingfree.com

Inventor of the blood bank and
savior of the Red Cross
ous lives during World War
II and after. It was widely
used by the Red Cross,
which continues to rely
upon the method discovered by Dr. Drew.
After delivering a
speech at Tuskegee Institute in Alabama in 1950, he
died after a violent automobile accident, shortly after
leaving the school. He was
only 46 years old. This accident occurred during the
Jim Crow era and Dr. Drew
and his companions were
treated at a hospital in
North Carolina. Many rumors persist that he could
have been saved if he had
received adequate medical
attention.
The truth or falsity of
the manner of his death will
probably remain in the
realm of speculation. At the
time of the accident, it was
also reported that his injuries were so grave he
could not have been saved
by anyone.
Attorney Jacqueline

COTILLION, from page 6

Drew pioneered America’s first large-scale
blood bank during World War II.
Hubbard graduated from
the Boston University Law
School. She is currently the
president of the St. Peters-

burg Branch of the Association for the Study of
African American Life and
History, Inc.

See COTILLION, page 12

Miss First Attendant – Chase Ayanna Drew Moore
escorted by Trevion Howard

Miss Community Service & Miss Third Attendant –
Lauryn Janae Latimer
escorted by James-David Merck

DuVernay works her
dream and in due season
she reaps its rewards.
For example, her second
narrative film, “Middle of
Nowhere,” had its world
premiere at the 2012
Sundance Film Festival.
There, DuVernay made
history when it won the
U.S. Directing Award. For
the film, she also won the
2012 Independent Spirit
John Cassavetes Award.
Note,
“Middle
of
Nowhere” bore out of a
script that DuVernay
could not get financed in
2003.
Many are quick to toss
ambition aside because
the road to its acquisition

Miss Second Attendant – Jasmine Nicole Shedrick
escorted by Daniel Jerome Baker

Miss Supreme Spirit – Karin Alexa McMillon
escorted by Miles Jared Richardson

Miss Congeniality – Alana Terrell
escorted by Marcus Odajuste
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79 and fabulous
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Most
days,
Evelyn
Graves awakens from a
broken night of sleep to
walk out to the front yard
and pick up the morning
newspaper while admiring the sounds of nature,
chirping birds and the
beauty of God’s creation.
Often, she goes back in
to make a cup of coffee
and turn on Bay News 9
to peruse the daily news.
Last
Wednesday
started out as just another routine day, so she
thought. Her phone
rung and it was her greatniece Shakyra Hugkins
calling from Whitefield,
N.C.
“So you thought I forgot about your birthday,”
the voice on the other
end of the phone said.
Hugkins voice was as
surprising as the message coming forth.
“You know, I would
never forget your birthday, and I’m coming to
see.”
The calls kept flooding in. Graves’ niece,
Willie Mae, called. Then
her grandson Michael
followed by her other
grandson Sherman. And
so it went for most of the
day.
Graves’
daughter,
Wanda Jones, along with
Willie Mae and friend
Vickie Hawkins, treated
her to a seafood meal for
lunch, laughter and gifts
at her favorite eatery, Po
Folks Restaurant.
“Open up your presents auntie so we can see
what you got and turn
them around to the
front,” said Willie Mae in
a moment of excitement.
Her celebration is as
much about her contributions to others in her life
as it is about her
longevity.
Nearly five decades
ago, Geri-Care Nursing
Home opened its doors
to serve the elderly, vulnerable and mentally and
physically
challenged
population in Pinellas

County. But, while the
bricks were still being
laid, the paint still wet
and the parking lot unfinished, Graves was already hired.
As Geri-Care was
preparing for its grand
opening, Graves, affectionately known as “Ms.
Evie,” had already secured employment with
the company. She was
their first employee when
they opened the doors in
1970.
For 38 years, she
served as the dietary director at Geri-Care, later
renamed
Jacaranda
Manor. She cooked, supervised and passionately
ensured
the
nutritional needs of the
residents were met.
Graves did it with love
and compassion.
“Jacaranda
Manor
was home for these people. I wanted to make
sure that every meal
served out of this kitchen
was like a meal I would
serve to my own family,”
stated Graves.
She not only was compassionate toward the
residents, but she was
equally giving of employment opportunities to
others. It isn’t hard to
find people in St. Pete
who are benefactors of
her generosity.
“My mom gave so
many of us jobs back in
the day,” said Jones. “She
allowed me to work one

day a week, Saturday,
when I was 13 years old.
It was only for four hours,
but I was so proud of that
job! She would provide
jobs to other family members, even my friends.
For many of us, it was
our first job. That small
gesture was so instrumental in developing our
young character and
work ethics.”
Graves’ 79th birthday
celebration continued on
Saturday when family,
friends, and yes, past
Jacaranda Manor employees met for a cookout
in her honor. She was
overwhelmed with all the
expressions of love.
When pressed about
the number of people she
gave jobs to, she was incredibly modest.
“I don’t think it was
such a big deal. When
people have opportunities, they will work. And
when people work and
can take care of themselves and their families,
they are productive,”
Graves said.
Her birthday celebration will be a lasting
memory. It is even captured on YouTube as part
of the SCRAM Family
video
series
titled
“GRANDMA
Gets
TURNT To The MAX!!!”
Graves will always remember her 79th being a
fun, fabulous, family celebration.

W W W. T H E W E E K LY C H A L L E N G E R . C O M

Eta Rho Chapter host annual
Talent Hunt program
BY TOM PACKER
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG –
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Eta Rho Chapter
held its annual Talent
Hunt program at the Palladium Theater March
18. Local high school students from the south
county area presented
their talents in the form
of dance, drama, song
and instrumental.

First
place
was
awarded to Cameron Kay
for classical dance; second place went to
Solomon Keim for instrumental
and
Dylan
McHann took home third
place for instrumental.
The first-place winner
will represent Eta Rho
Chapter at the Florida
State
Organizational
Meeting, where they will
compete with students
from around the state of

Florida.
Student winners at
the state and district levels have the possibility of
winning
both
cash
awards and college scholarships. This year’s state
meeting will be held in
St. Petersburg.
Talent Hunt Chairman, Brother Tony Love,
wishes to thank all participants for their outstanding performances.

CONNECT
WITH US!
L-R, Cameron Kay, Solomon Keim, Dylan McHann
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Promoting literacy in the black community
READ, from front page

orange t-shirts and repeating everything he belted
out over the megaphone.
“Walk for Reading!
Open a book! Readers are
leaders!”
This year’s festival was
lined with informational
vendors and those selling
their wares. Dr. Christopher Warren was out promoting
the
Bethel
Community Foundation
and their Truancy Intervention Program Service,
which includes free access
to licensed psychologists
and therapists for children
and families in need of

help.
Funded by the state,
the free program includes
Anger
Management
classes, Active Parenting
Parents and Children
classes, Manhood Development and Female Life
Skills classes.
To learn more about
the program, call 727-8662747.
Also on hand was the
Epsilon Beta Sigma Chapter of Sigma Gamma Rho
Sorority, Inc. conducting
fun children activities
while promoting their
April 6 Youth STEMpo-

sium to introduced the
young ones to science,
technology, engineering
and mathematics learning
opportunities that are designed to support student
academic growth.
The free workshop will
be held at the St. Petersburg College Allstate Center from 9-2:30 p.m. For
more information, email
info@kidventions.org.
If you missed the fun
this year, next year promises to be even larger with
more entertainment, vendors, food, and of course,
books!
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com
The Rev. Josie Rose, Priest-in-Charge

Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m. every
Sunday
(Full breakfast served after service, $6.00)
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Bro. Robert Smith

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

McCabe United Methodist
Church Women Celebrate 150
Years in Mission Ministry
McCabe
United
Methodist
Church women will join millions of its
denomination’s women in celebrating
The United Methodist Women’s 150
Years Anniversary of mission ministry.
McCabe’s UMW will celebrate
Sunday, March 24 at the 11:00 a.m.
worship service. Rev. Ira B. Whitson
will bring the message. Rev. Whitson
is a long-time leader in community
outreach and mission ministry. She is
an associate minister at Greater Mt.
Zion A.M.E. Church in St. Petersburg.
The United Methodist Women
(UMW) is the major mission arm of
the denomination and its membership serves in local and world-wide
ministry. Each United Methodist
Church has a unit that serves individual and collectively with the worldwide denomination.
Come out and join in this great
celebration

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Victory Christian Center Church

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Ruwach International Ministries
Pastor/Prophet Huberta Rejouis
3940 18th Ave. South, St. Petersburg, Fl 33711
(above the daycare)

Email: huberta.rejouis@yahoo.com • Phone: 727-768-2784

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Sunday Night Worship Service ......7:30pm
Thursday Night Prayer and
Bible Study (Yara Time) ...................7:30pm
Ruwach International Ministries is an
Apostolic global ministry.
We operated in the five-fold ministry.
All are Welcome! Shalom!

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

We are to obey
“As we realize the grace of GOD in our lives, we are reminded of what HE
wants us to do for HIS kingdom.
We are to obey.
We are to walk by faith and not by sight.
We are to speak the truth in love.
We are to not be afraid of what man can do to us.
We are to pray without ceasing.
We are to be prepared to spread the gospel of JESUS CHRIST.
We are to think before we speak.
We are to listen to hear the loud and audible voice of GOD.
We are to keep a spirit of humility at all times.
We are to diligently seek the Word of GOD at all times.
We are to trust in the LORD at all times with all of our heart .
We are to know our strength comes from the LORD when are weak.
We are to be a blessing to others.
We are to be an example of JESUS CHRIST.
We are to repent of all our sins.
We are to study ourselves to be quiet.
We are to be at peace with all men if possible.
We are to seek wisdom and understanding .
We are to pray for others. We are to always obey CHRIST JESUS while doing
the will of GOD from our hearts.”
Ephesians 6:5-6 “Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and
with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey CHRIST. Obey them not only to
win their favor when their eye is on you, but like slaves of CHRIST doing the will
of GOD from your heart .”
Ephesians 6 :1 “Children obey your parents in the LORD, for this is right.”
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
But if our gospel be
hid, it is hid to them that
are lost. In whom the god
of this world hath blinded
the minds of them which
believe not, lest the light
of the glorious gospel of
Christ, who is the image
of God should shine unto
them. 2 Corinthians 4:3-4
Thank you to Minister
Thomas Whitlock for
bringing Sunday’s message, ‘A Blueprint for
Service’. Through the
message he reminded us
that one life will soon be
past, only what we do for
Christ will last. We should
therefore be re-energized
and make our lives count
for Christ.
Minister
Whitlock
pointed out statistics from
a study which pointed out
that in the life of an average 70-year-old, only one
and half years are spent in
church. With such a
short time to serve God,
he gave us three things a
believer should have, ‘a
message for life, a mission
for life and a motive for
life.’ Our message is that
we preach not ourselves
but Jesus Christ the Lord.
In 2 Corinthians, 4:6 Paul
says to us: For God, who
commanded the light to
shine out of darkness hath
shined in our hearts, to
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of Jesus Christ.
God has caused the light
of the gospel message to
shine in our lives, so we
have a message to carry, a
story to tell those who are
walking in spiritual blindness.
God has commanded us to tell the
story of the gospel so oth-

ers can know the joy we
have. All around us, people are walking in spiritual
darkness. We don’t have
to go far to find someone
who doesn’t know the
message of Jesus Christ.
The message is not us but
Jesus Christ. Paul knew
that if saving was to occur,
it was Jesus who would
save, not us. We can’t
save anyone, but we can
be an instrument for
Christ. Secondly, our mission for life, if it is to
count, is become a servant, servants of the most
high God. Our preference
is for others to serve us,
but the greatest recorded
men and women are those
who had a servant heart.
Jesus himself came not to
the be served but to serve
others. God needs more
servants. While the world
does not honor servants,
God does. And finally, our
motive for life should be
everything we do is for
the sake of Jesus. We do
it for his praise, his glory.
If we do it for any other
reason, we’re doing it for
the wrong reasons. We
must remember that
Jesus died and rose from
the grave for us. Thank
you, Minister Whitlock,
for being a ram in the
bush for us! Please know
that our doors are open to
you each Sunday morning
to receive a word from the
Lord!
Congratulations
to
Rev. Gibson and the Gethsemane M.B. Church for
his 20 years of pastoring
at Gethsemane. We enjoyed the fellowship with
him and his congregation
on Sunday afternoon. The

Pastor’s Corner
Healthcare
Ministry
brings to us and the community a Health Fair on
Saturday, March 23 from
9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. In
addition to great health information they will be providing a healthy brunch.
Everyone is encouraged
to come out and gain helpful health and wellness information. The President
of the Male Chorus has
promised us a spirit-filled
afternoon on Sunday,
March 24 at 3:30 p.m. as
they present their Annual
‘Men in Harmony’ Concert with various Male
Chorus’ and groups from
around the area. Don’t
miss it! Still to come on
the Fifth Sunday is our
quarterly ‘Operation Love’
day of visitation and fellowship with our sick and
shut-in members. Following the visits, we closed
the month on March 31 @
3:00 p.m. with Senior Mission No. 1’s ‘A Celebration
of Faith’ worship service
with Pastor Willie MClendon and the congregation
of Shiloh M.B. Church of
Largo. Senior Mission
No. 1 prays that you take
advantage of this opportunity to uplift the name of
God.
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays @9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30
a.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@ 7:00 p.m.

Friendship MBC
Welcome, it is always
our pleasure to open our
doors to those having a
desire to worship with us
and it is our hope that you
will continue to do so – as
a member or a friend of
the Ship. Where, with
open hearts and arms, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor/Moderator, First Lady
Teresa L. Evans, the Official Family and Members
stand ready to make you
most welcomed. Trusting
that your time spent with
us will be a life changing
experience, first as an
honored visitor/guest and
should the Lord lay it
upon your heart to become a part of our Church
Family as we are a body of

believers.
Wednesday
starts with our Bread of
Life Ministry at 11:00 am,
followed by “Wednesday
in the Word” (the Learning Arm of our church) at
12:00 noon and again at
7:00 pm. Sundays, Early
Morning Worship Service
at 7:45 am, Church Sunday School (the Teaching
Arm of our faith) begins at
9:30 am and finally our
Mid-Morning Worship
Service at 10:45 am. All
will have the opportunity
to experience the “It’s just
nice to be nice” church.
Don’t sit out church, God
has Blessed us tremendously, we owe Him at
least a Thank You.
For additional informa-

tion on any of the announcements, please contact us by the following
methods:
Friendship
Missionary
Baptist
Church, 3300 31st Street
South, St. Petersburg,
Florida 33712 - Church
Office: (727) 906-8300 - EMail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net - NOW “Live
Streaming”: Visit us –
Website: www.fmbctheship.net - Facebook Friendship Missionary
Baptist
Church
and
WCBDA
Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com Transportation
is available - Call the
Church at (727) 906-8300
– Monday – Friday from
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM.

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

Mount of Beatitudes
One of the greatest
spiritual experiences that
I had in Israel was at the
Mount of Beatitudes.
This is the place where
Jesus took his disciples at
the beginning of his ministry so that he could lay
the foundation for what
they were called to do together. Since they were
all Jews, it was necessary
for him to teach them the
difference between Jewish laws and Kingdom
principles.
The Beatitudes are a
part of the Sermon on the
Mount which can be
found in the Gospels. The
Gospel of Matthew gives
an expanded version in
chapters 5-7 and the
Gospel of Luke gives a
condensed version in
chapter 6 verses 17-49.
I was not expecting to
have such a profound
spiritual experience in
this place. It was not one
of the more popular
tourist sites. Nevertheless, this experience
made the whole trip
worthwhile for the five
reasons.
The first reason is
that it was nostalgic. I remember learning the
Beatitudes as a child. My
Sunday School referred
to the Beatitudes as the
“attitudes that better be
in you if you are going to
be like Jesus.” My dream
as a little boy finally came

true.
Secondly, the day that
I visited the site, Sunday,
January 27, 2019, was the
day that Catholics celebrate the Feast of the
Beatitudes. They believe
that this is approximately
the time of year that
Jesus, the Christ, did
these powerful teachings. There were priests,
nuns and bishops from all
over the world in Israel
for this celebration. It
was a pleasure to meet
them and dialogue.
The third reason was
contemplation. I had the
opportunity to pray and
be in the space without
feeling rushed. Although
there were a lot of people
there, no one seemed to
be in a hurry and it did
not seem crowded. There
were plenty of spaces
there to pray, to sit, to be
quiet, to be still and to
meditate.
Fourthly, it was so
beautiful. The flowers
and the trees were gorgeous. There was also a
wonderful view of the Sea
of Galilee from this
mountain perspective.
The beauty was so
breath-taking that I did
not want to leave. I could
have stayed there all day.
The fifth reason was
universality. The Eight
Beatitudes
Blessed are the poor
in spirit…

Blessed are they that
mourn…
Blessed
are
the
meek…
Blessed are they
which do hunger and
thirst after righteousness…
Blessed are the merciful.
Blesses are the pure
in heart
Blessed
are
the
peacemakers…
Blessed are they
which are persecuted…
were translated into
all the primary languages
that people on the earth
speak (English, German,
French,
Portuguese,
Spanish,
Vietnamese,
Dutch, Chinese, Japanese, Greek, Latin, etc.).
As I walked through
reading the various languages, I felt a mighty
presence of God and connection with all the life. I
thought to myself how
different our experience
on this physical plane will
be if we can all lived by
these Kingdom principles.
I encourage every
person who has an opportunity to go to the Holy
Land to go to the Mount
of Beatitudes. It is not
just a physical mountain,
but it is a higher place in
consciousness. Through
the Mount of Beatitudes,
the Holy Spirit is calling
us higher.

St. Joseph Gospel Extravaganza
Come Get your Praise On!
St. Joseph Gospel Extravaganza
Sunday, March 31, 2019 AT 4PM
We Have Opened Our Doors To Our Community Churches
And Gospel Soloists:
Bryan Bassett~Marion Moody~Shenita Barrian
ST. JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
2101 22ND AVE. SO. ST. PETERSBURG, FL
FOLLOWED BY REFRESHMENTS
FREE FOR ALL TO ATTEND
CYNTHIA WILLIAMS, CHOIR DIRECTOR
FATHER STEPHAN BROWN, PASTOR
Refreshments will be served
“You turned my wailing into dancing; you…clothed me with joy.” Psalm 30:11
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Ruth, Shenyah Aaliyah Ruth
is a senior at Northeast
High School and is a member of the National Honor
Society, past president of the
Spanish Honor Society, a
member of the Key Club
and past district vice president of the Future Business
Leaders of America.

Shnyah Ruth
Shenyah was the Student
Government Association
freshmen class president
and is a member of the Peer
to Peer Mentoring Program.
Her honor and activities include Black Pearls president
of the National Council of
Negro Women and president of SPC’s National
Achiever’s Society.
After graduating from
high school, she plans to attend Florida A&M University to pursue a major in
business with a minor in
African America Studies.
Her career goal is to work in
a marketing department for
a large corporation and
eventually become CEO of
her own company.
Her hobbies and favorite
activities include playing volleyball and sports, playing
the piano and volunteering
within the community to
make a difference in people’s lives.
Her handsome escort
for the evening was ZieQuon Cason, a junior at
Gibbs High School.
Jasmine
Nicole
Shedrick
Presented by her parents, Dr. Jason and Sheri

Shedrick, Jasmine Nicole
Shedrick is a junior at The
Boca Ciega High School
and is a member of the National Honor Society and the
Students Working Against
Tobacco Club. Additional
honors and activities include
advanced placement and
honors courses, volunteering to help children in the
Read Aloud Program and
participation in the Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated Exquisite Gems
program.
Jasmine is a member of
Maximo
Presbyterian
Church and enjoys working
at Bayside Gymnastics. After
graduation, she plans to attend Florida International
University or Florida State
University and will major in
business. After receiving her
college degree, she plans to
become a prominent and
successful businesswoman.

Jasmine Shedrick
Her hobbies and activities include playing volleyball, shopping, going to the
beach and spending time
with family and friends.
Her handsome escort for
the evening was Daniel
Jerome Baker, a junior at The
Boca Ciega High School.
TyAzjah Shivers
Presented by her parents, Tyrone and Nikita
Shivers, TyAzjah Shivers is
a senior at The Boca Ciega
High School, and her activities and honors include varsity cheerleading, AVID
tutoring and is an All-Star
Cheerleader. She is also a

member of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority Incorporated
Exquisite Gems.
TyAzjah plans to attend
Santa Fe College in
Gainesville to pursue a degree in nursing. Her career
goal is to become a neonatal
nurse. Her hobbies and favorite activities include
cheerleading, enjoying life
and spending time with family and friends.

TyAzjah Shivers
Her handsome escort
for the evening was AnTrez
Jerard Smith, a senior at The
Boca Ciega High School.
Carleigh Smith
Presented by her parents, Jeffery and Tracey
Smith, Carleigh Smith is a
junior at St. Petersburg High
School, and her activities
and honors include the National Honor Society, the
Spectrum Club, which celebrates diversity, and the varsity volleyball team. She also
enjoys volunteering through
the Leadership Experience
Organizational Club and her
membership in Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Incorporated
Exquisite Gems program.

Carleigh J. Smith

After graduation, Carleigh plans to attend Florida
Atlantic University to major
in music. Her career goal is
to become an established
musician or manager of an
artist in the music business.
Her hobbies and activities include playing volleyball, traveling, singing and spending
time with family and friends.
Her handsome escort
for the evening was Akhe
McMichael, a senior at St.
Petersburg High School.
Alana Terrell
Presented by her parents, Grady and Debbie Terrell, Alana Terrell is a senior
at The Boca Ciega High
School, where she is a member of the Science National
Honor Society, Rho Kappa
Honor Society, the Multicultural Club and the National
Honor Society. She also received the Dr. Mac J.
Williams, Sr. Academic Excellence Award and the
Take Stock Scholarship
Award. She is a member of
Mt. Zion College Prep 101
Program and the Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority Exquisite Gems program.

east High School.
Shaniya Weldon
Presented by John and
Terry Copeland, Shaniya
Weldon is a junior at Northside Christian High School
and is a member of the National Junior Honor Society,
International Justice Society,
the basketball team and
track and field teams. She is
also a member of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated Exquisite Gems.
After
graduation,
Shaniya plans to attend
Florida A & M University to
major in education. Her career goal is to become a
teacher or guidance counselor. Her hobbies and activities include shopping,
cooking, drawing and
spending time with family
and friends.

Shaniya Weldon

Alana Terrell
After graduation, Alana
plans to attend Tennessee
State University and major in
nursing. Her career goal is
to become a pediatric nurse.
Her hobbies and activities include varsity cheerleading
and spending quality time
with family and friends.
Her handsome escort
for the evening was Marcus
Odajuste, a senior at North-

Her handsome escort for
the evening was Jarvis Kellogg, a freshman at Bethune
Cookman University. .
Toni Willie
Presented by Antawann
Jackson and Barbara
Brown, Toni Willie is a senior at St. Petersburg High
School and her activities
and honors include the
English Honor Society,
Rho Kappa Honor Society
and the National Honor Society. She is also the president of the St. Petersburg
Chapter of Top Teens of
America, the fourth vice
president of the Progressive M & E Baptist State
Youth Convention and
president of South Florida

Baptist Youth Association.
After graduation, Toni
plans to attend Florida Atlantic University to major
in pre-med. Her career
goal is to become a pediatric oncologist. Her hobbies and activities include
cheerleading, listening to
music, shopping and
spending time with family
and friends.

Toni Willie

Her escort for the
evening was Jeremiah
Hunter Vangas.
The following debutantes were recognized for
their achievements:
Miss Supreme Spirit
— Karin Alexa McMillon
Miss
Community
Service — Lauryn Janae
Latimer
Miss Congeniality —
Alana Terrell
Miss Third Attendant
— Lauryn Janae Latimer
Miss Second Attendant — Jasmine Nicole
Shedrick
Miss First Attendant
— Chase Ayanna Drew
Moore
Miss Debutante 2019
— Natalie Yvonne Fort
Deborah Figgs-Sanders
and Lena Wilfalk served
as chairs of the 2019
Essence of Ebony Pearls
Debutante
Scholarship
Cotillion.
To learn more about the
Zeta Upsilon Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, visit www.zuochapter.org.
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• Cohort of Champions - this program provides a
unique training opportunity
y forr 100 men, ages 12 to 24
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My Sister's Ke
Keeperr Programs
• "JUST GIRL T
TA
ALK" and "JUST B Y
YO
OU" conferences - this
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For more information about MB
BSK programs visit
stpete.org/MB
BSK

Summer at City Hall
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